19th Century Society—Regency Codes of Conduct
Create a page for A Survival Guide to Austen’s World, which the class will use for reference as we study Emma, Jane Eyre, and The Importance of Being Earnest. In groups, research one of the topics from the list below on reputable websites. Find out everything you can about the topic that you think will aid student understanding of the culture and practices of 19th Century England. Then, create a page, with text and illustrations, that describes the 19th century standards related to your topic. Print or email (lori@webstercs.org) me the page so that I can compile the guide for the class.
-For example, under the topic of Social Calls, one rule is: “A lady may not call upon any gentleman.” Next to your list of such rules, you could include a picture of a man knocking on the door of a lady’s home.
Survival List
· Social class

· What social class does Austen focus on? 

· Where do her characters fit into the Regency social structure? 

· Coming Out into Society (for women, being presented as eligible for marriage)

· Courtship and Marriage

· What were major concerns when considering marriage?

· How were romantic relationship pursued?

· Dancing
· What does it symbolize in Austen’s novels?
· Education

· How were people educated, and what determined their education?

· Etiquette

· What comprised polite conversation and behavior?

· Military
· How did the Napoleonic Wars affect day-to-day society?

· The Rules for Social Calls (making a formal visit)
· Gentry Men

· How did men of this class make their living? What were their lives like?
· Jane Austen’s biography

· Important influences (including other writers), events, people in Austen’s life.
Suggested Web Sites

Niceties and Courtesies
chuma.cas.usf.edu/~runge/MasonJA1.html
This Web site provides quotes from and links to many resources about proper social behavior in Regency England.

A Regency Repository

regencylady.net/repository
This very extensive site provides information on many aspects of Regency life, including art, literature, political and military matters, and more.
Regency Money
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-Slightly larger than a pound was the guinea, worth one pound, one shilling.

-The basic unit of currency was the pound, which existed as paper (“note”) and coin (“sovereign”) currency.

-20 shillings made a pound. Shillings were used to buy food, coal, candles, soap, etc.

-5 shillings made a crown; 2.5 shillings made a half-crown.

-2 pence made a tuppence.

-240 pence made a pound; 12 pence made a shilling.

-Smaller coins included ha’penny (1/2 penny), farthing (1/4 penny), and mite (1/8 penny)
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Mr. Rushfield’s £12,000 would be $1,360,000 today

Georgiana Darcy’s £30,000 would be $3,400,000 today
Mr. Darcy’s £10,000 would be $1,130,000 today
Mr. Bingley’s £5,000 would be $567,000 today
Catherine Moreland’s £10,000 would be $113,000 today
James Moreland’s £400 would be $45,600 today
The Bennets’ £50 would be $5,670 today

Slang Terms
Quid (£1)

Monkey (£500)

Yellowboy (guinea) 
Bob (shilling) 
Pony (£25)
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