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Second Semester Extra Credit

All Extra Credit Assignments are to be typed and turned in to me by January 20, 2012. NO LATE EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Freshmen:
Write a Nonfiction narrative

Choose an incident in your life OR a person who has been significant in your life, and write a nonfiction narrative in which that person’s character is developed and his/her influence is illustrated. Every detail in your story should be true to life. Even so, be sure to include imagery to make your story more interesting and engaging. The narrative should be 2-3 pages, single-spaced.
Sophomores:
Write a fictional chapter of Silas Marner
Write an alternative ending to Silas Marner in which God uses something other than Eppie to transform Silas’ life. Imagine that Godfrey had been responsible when Molly died, and had taken Eppie home to the Red House to raise as his daughter. If that had happened and Eppie had never come to Silas, how would his life be different? The story should still involve Silas recognizing that he’s been wrong to shut out the world and reject God, but you decide what makes him realize that, and tell how that change develops. The story should cover at least five years of Silas’ life, although you can jump ahead in time, as George Eliot does. Your story should be at least 3 pages long (single-spaced).
Juniors:
Choose a poem by an American writer and write an analysis, following the model I gave you for “Do not go gentle into that good Night.” Additionally, identify the time period in which the poem was written, and compare the poem and the poet’s perspective to another writer and piece that we studied in class from the same time period. Analysis should be 2 pages, single-spaced.
Seniors:

Write a sonnet cycle covering the major themes of Macbeth. The sonnets must all follow the Shakespearean/English sonnet form and be linked by one overarching theme, although each individual sonnet may focus on a different aspect of the play. The cycle should consist of at least four sonnets. At least one sonnet must be written from the perspective of or reflect on the attitude/feelings of
· Macbeth

· Lady Macbeth

· Macduff


· One other character (if you choose a character who dies prematurely, the sonnet may reflect his/her perspective either before or after death) OR a narrator/outsider 
· This should be the final sonnet of the cycle and summarize/ emphasize the overarching theme
